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HON RICHARD CHARLES OLD 
Condolence Motion 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [2.13 pm] - without notice:  I move -  
That the house records its sincere regret at the death of Richard Charles Old and tenders its deep 
sympathy to his family. 

Richard Charles Old was born on 3 December 1922 in Katanning, the son of James William Old, a transport and 
agency business proprietor, and Vera Anne Cornish.  He married Patricia Isabel Hansen at St Patrick’s Church, 
Mt Lawley, on 19 February 1945.  Richard Old was educated at Katanning Primary School and Katanning 
District High School to the junior certificate level.  Richard was then employed by Goldsbrough Mort and 
Company Ltd from 1938 to 1941.  He enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 1 March 1941 as a sergeant 
wireless operator stationed in the north west of Western Australia and then Corunna Downs, from where 
operations were flown by US bomber group and later by 25 Squadron RAAF.  He was discharged on 
13 November 1945.   

From 1946 to 1953, Richard worked as a stock salesman and branch manager with Goldsbrough Mort and 
Company in Perth, Midland, Corrigin and Moora.  He worked as a business manager in a machinery and agency 
company in Mingenew, moving to Katanning in 1956 to manage the family fuel agency and distribution 
business.  Richard was a member of the Katanning Shire Council from April 1961 until May 1974 and president 
of the Katanning Shire Council from 1966 to 1973.   

Richard Old sat in this house as the Country Party representative for the electorate of Katanning from 30 March 
1974 until 19 February 1983; then as the member for Katanning-Roe from 19 February 1983 until 8 February 
1986.  He left this house after unsuccessfully contesting the seat as the Liberal candidate at the general election 
on 8 February 1986. 

Richard Old was a member of the Country Party from 1972 to 1976, a member of the National Country Party 
from 1976 to 1985 and a member of the Liberal Party from 1985.  During his time in Parliament Richard was a 
Deputy Chairman of Committees from 1974 until 12 August 1975, and Leader of the Country Party and later the 
National Country Party from 18 May 1975 until 1985.  He was the Minister for Agriculture from 5 June 1975 
until 25 January 1982; Minister for Primary Industry, Agriculture, Fisheries and Wildlife from 25 January 1982 
to 25 February 1983; and he was the shadow Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries from 1983 until March 1986, 
and shadow Minister for Wildlife from 13 March 1984 until March 1986.  Richard Old was also a member of the 
Joint House Committee from 1980 to 10 August 1982 and from 1983 until 1986.  He made a significant 
contribution to the Parliament and to public life in Western Australia. 

On behalf of all members of this house I extend our deepest sympathy to Mr Old’s wife, Pat, and his family. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Leader of the Opposition) [2.16 pm]:  As the Leader of the 
Liberal Party in Western Australia, I rise to join the Premier and all Liberal Party members in sharing the Old 
family’s loss.  Dick Old, as we knew him, represented the people of Katanning and the great southern with 
integrity for 12 years.  For most of his time in Parliament he served with distinction as an able Minister for 
Agriculture who played a key role in maintaining a remarkably successful coalition government.  He was 
parliamentary leader of the then National Country Party for a decade and subsequently was a Liberal, but his 
political principles were unaltered in the change to his party labels.  Essentially, Dick Old was a coalitionist.   

As a young man leaving school in Katanning in 1938, Dick was employed by the major agricultural firm 
Goldsbrough Mort until the age of 18, when he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force.  He spent the war 
years as a sergeant wireless operator in the north of Australia before returning to work as a salesman and branch 
manager for Goldsbrough Mort until 1953.  Subsequently, he was a business manager in Mingenew, returning to 
Katanning in 1956 to take charge of the family fuel and distribution business.  Locally based businessmen like 
Dick Old then and now sustain our country towns.  The record shows his involvement in Katanning community 
organisations and his leadership.  He was elected to the Shire of Katanning in 1961 and was shire president from 
1966 to 1973.   

When the late Sir Crawford Nalder gave notice of his retirement as the member of the Legislative Assembly for 
Katanning, Dick Old was a highly appropriate choice as the candidate for the then Country Party.  Dick Old won 
the Katanning seat at the 1974 election with a resounding majority of 1 800 votes - more than 63 per cent of the 
votes cast.  At the following three elections he gained more than 70 per cent of the vote with respective 
majorities of 3 200, 4 000 and 5 100 votes.  At the 1993 election the seat was renamed Katanning-Roe and 
extended to include Lake Grace and Ravensthorpe.  In 1964 Dick was one of the four newly elected Legislative 
Assembly members of the Country Party.  After little more than 12 months in Parliament, he was elected on 
18 May 1975 as the party’s parliamentary leader following the withdrawal of the Country Party ministers from 
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Sir Charles Court’s government.  This political turmoil concluded with the reformation of the coalition on 5 June 
1975, with Dick Old becoming the Minister for Agriculture and the third-ranking minister in the government.  
Few other members of Parliament have had to assume such a heavy responsibility after such a short 
apprenticeship.  In a very short time Dick Old established his reputation as a most competent and effective 
minister in a difficult portfolio in which he was subjected to pressure from many vested interests.  For the next 
eight years, Western Australian agriculture was in very strong hands.  Moreover, as Leader of the National 
Country Party for 10 years, he was dedicated to maintaining a strong coalition despite dissension and the 
eventual split in his party in 1978. 

Dick Old deserves credit for the major policy achievements of the Court government and for its re-election in the 
1977 and 1980 elections.  In opposition after 1983, Dick Old served in the coalition as shadow minister for 
agriculture.  When the National Country Party became the National Party in 1985, he joined the Liberal Party, 
along with two of his parliamentary colleagues.  At the 1986 elections, however, electors in the great southern 
opted for a resurgent National Party and he was defeated in Katanning-Roe by Hon Monty House. 

In retirement in Perth, Dick Old continued his work for Liberal candidates at election time and offered wise 
counsel.  He enjoyed membership of the Royal Perth Golf Club and the Fremantle Sailing Club.  Dick Old 
played an honourable and influential part in the political history of Western Australia and served his region and 
community most effectively.  We extend our sincerest condolences and sympathy to his family. 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.21 pm]:  My National Party colleagues and I 
also support the condolence motion and thank the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition for their kind words 
about Dick Old in passing on their condolences to his family.  Rather than cover the same ground as have other 
members, which has been done very well, on behalf of members of the National Party and our lay party 
organisation, we pass on our condolences to Dick Old’s wife, Pat; his son, Terry, and his wife, Sue; his daughter, 
Jan, and her husband, Paul; and his four grandchildren. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.22 pm]:  It was Dick Old and not Mahatma Gandhi who helped me get 
into this place many years ago.  He was a very decent man.  I spent some time with him in this precinct while I 
was a private member of the community.  I was a very young parliamentarian when the National Country Party 
became the National Party, and they were pretty bitter days.  Dick Old was not the only casualty of that time.  
However, I always appreciated that he held no grudge against me, probably because I was a minnow and very 
young in politics in those days.  I always enjoyed meeting Dick Old in this place, which is where I tended to see 
him, and I always enjoyed his attitude.  I understand he had been very ill for some time towards the end of his 
life.  Probably, like many people, his passing was a blessing, because I understand that he was in considerable 
pain and discomfort.  I pass on my personal condolences to the Old family. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin - Deputy Leader of the National Party) [2.23 pm]:  I wish to express my 
deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Dick Old.  I knew Dick personally as he was the fuel distributor 
for our farm at Jingalup for many years.  He was a great supporter of local business, local sport and the 
community.  Dick was also very friendly with my father.  I know he was extremely well liked and respected 
throughout our region.  He had a distinguished career in Parliament, which has been well acknowledged in this 
place today.  I thank Dick for some very important sound advice and great encouragement that he gave me in my 
younger years.  Again, I express my sympathy to his family and friends. 

The SPEAKER:  I ask members to show their support for this motion by standing in their places and observing 
a minute’s silence. 

Question passed, members standing. 
 


